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that he is striving to identify the President with the
Democratic Party organization. I regret that he and other
New York extremists should pursue this course. It will be
likely to give strength to the Radicals and defeat the Ad-
ministration in the coming elections. Tilden speaks of suc-
cess, which I am confident he cannot feel. He and his party
have, it appears to me, alienated instead of recruiting men
who would have united with them, and thereby given vic-
tory to the Radicals.

The people of the North are not ready to place the Gov-
ernment in the hands of the Copperheads/^or even of the
Democrats who were cold and reserved during the War.
This hostility to those who sympathized with the Rebels is
natural. It is an honest feeling which Stevens, Boutwell,
Butler, and other reckless partisans are abusing and striv-
ing to work into frenzy. Had the Democrats given up their
distinctive organization and worked in with the real Union
men against the Radical exclusionists, the President and
his policy would have been triumphantly vindicated and
sustained. But they were jealous of the President, feared
that he instead of a New-Yorker would lead; and their self-
ish, narrow adherence to the organization, their avarice
for power, their exclusion and arrogance, will be likely to
destroy them. Perhaps it's for the best.

September 28, Friday. Webb, the naval constructor, has
been negotiating for a relinquishment of the Dunderberg,
provided he refunded the money, some nine hundred thou-
sand dollars, to the Government. This morning he came to
my house wishing me to aid him in getting an opinion from
the Attorney-General, whether he could be permitted to
leave the United States with his vessel after she was com-
pleted. I told him the Attorney-General could give him no
more light on the subject than any other intelligent at-
torney; that, if not a naval vessel, the Secretary of the
Treasury might have to decide whether a clearance should
be given her.